Neurobiology of obsessive compulsive disorder--a serotonergic basis of Freudian repression.
Intrusive thoughts and images, often of a violent, horrific, or blasphemous nature are the hallmark of Obsessive Compulsive Disorder (OCD). OCD patients frequently also often have reductions in normal serotonergic (5-HT) function. This paper proposes a model of 5-HT function involving the routine filtering and suppression of violent or libidinal impulses. This model accounts for OCD as an instance of failed inhibition. The model also appears to resemble Freud's model of ego-id interactions at least in part, suggesting that it may be possible to psychobiologically substantiate a Freudian metaphor.